
BELOW IS A ROUGH DRAFT OF A PETITION THAT I WOULD LIKE TO START DISTRIBUTING, ASAP, as soon as the 
language and order is deemed as concise, logical, clear and inclusive as possible and where EACH ITEM  can be 
deemed ATTAINABLE and DESIRABLE by the majority (75% ) of New York residents. Something like this I believe can 
bring most of NYC together to start solving problems and to start living in a city that we're proud of and one that 
we'd be proud to have future generations inherit from us. I am currently looking for other people from various 
social causes to help out with this petition.

I'm encouraging the general public to become engaged in RE-WRITING NYC laws, re-imagining and envisioning 
what YOUR NYC would be like and how it functions and treats its residents and visitors.

Please if you like this idea, we can work towards creating a collaborative platform and a LIVING DOCUMENT to 
solidify and clarify our immediate wants and desires as NYC residents.  Goal is maximum support and collaboration 
by the public. 

I encourage ALL New Yorkers, especially younger people, to WRITE DOWN the way YOU would like the laws to be in 
NYC, right now starting in 2013.  Together, we can create a NEW NEW YORK that values the health, safety and well-
being of its residents, one that values and respects democratic decision making, and one that EMPOWERS its 
residents and NO LONGER ALLOWS public decision making by big business, and extremely wealthy, selfish elites 
that control corrupt politicians.

(NOTE: List is not yet in any particular order and this is a VERY ROUGH draft and will be edited for better language 
and mass community support). Please excuse any glaring omissions.  And feel free to make suggestions and 
modifications:  E-mail: occupyunionsquare@gmail.com Website: nycactivism.com

1) Immediate implementation of a new voting system for NYC residents for November 2013 election that 
maximizes accuracy and inclusiveness of voters and minimizes error, inaccuracy/miscounts, rigging of machines, 
candidates bribing their way into office, and other impediments to voting rights and accuracy in the voting/tallying 
process. Future city government elections races shall commence no sooner than 8 weeks before election date.  
Campaigns shall be PUBLICLY funded and ALL candidates shall be allowed adequate access to the public airwaves 
and public debates. Provide funding for printed and online literature. All candidates will be surveyed and 
interviewed on where he/she stands on all major issues that are important to New Yorkers.  And each candidate 
shall produce an adequate history/bio of examples of how they have done good things for people, examples of 
integrity, and how he/she has exercised sound decision-making that empowers the community and democratic 
principles.  Have a first round of voting which eliminates candidates that don’t have wide community support (a 
primary). Then have a second election which determines the popular choice. For bother primary and main 
elections, use paper ballots, open source voting machines, and instant run-off voting.

2) Immediate assessment of efficacy and integrity of all community boards.  If diverse mix of people within the 
community believe that the efficacy and integrity of their present community board is subpar, that community 
board shall be dissolved and new community board members shall be elected based on vetting process which 
evaluates candidates based on positive things the person has done or is attempting to do for the community and 
how respected the individual is in the community.  Public notices in prominent places shall inform the public of 
new community board elections and nomination procedure and notices shall be placed in prominent places in 
neighborhoods and the reasons for the new nominations. Votes shall take place based on best voting method 
determined by the community (see 1 above).  Goal is to eradicate influence of business, corporate and other 
minority interests that currently dominate public policymaking and public and local community board decisions.

3) Any public policy that gets implemented by Mayor or City Council, as a final step, must get approved and ratified 
by 75% of new community boards. 

4) Immediately make necessary funds available for Department of Homeless Services to research and publish a 
citywide census and livability assessment of all private vacant spaces in the city. Disclosure shall be made by 
owners and tenants of all empty buildings and lots, as well as empty units in occupied buildings. Inspection of 
spaces to determine which ones can immediately house responsible people that are presently homeless (flood & 
fire victims, activist volunteers, artists, etc.). Work with communities to determine best uses for the spaces. 
Assessments will be made as to which spaces can most quickly be fixed and which ones can best be used for 
mentally and/or physically handicapped homeless. Have competent and caring staff to care for mentally and/or 
physically handicapped homeless. And create incentives for people to volunteer their time to support rehabilitation 
of people and spaces. Provide social and economic incentives for owners, tenants, residents, and community 
stake-holders. Look at history of NYC’s ‘homesteading movement’ and other historical “take back the land” social 
movements to draw ideas from.

5) Immediate changes to the way the police function in the city: end police abuse of power, end police brutality and 
improper use of force against peaceful people and protests, end stop & frisk, end the use of police barricades and 
excessive numbers of police at peaceful political & community assemblies and protests, end racial profiling, end 
illegal, unconstitutional searches & seizures of people’s personal possessions and homes, end quota system, 
engage in collaborative problem-solving techniques that help build positive relations with the community, end 
enforcement of laws against peaceful & respectful sleeping outside. Obey first amendment rights to free speech & 
assembly. Obey people’s rights to privacy.  Set up strong autonomous agency with subpoena power that monitors 
and assesses police priorities and policies. One that can effectively investigate and punish abusive conduct by 
individual officers. Like a modern day Knapp/Mollen Commission. Agency shall consist of a diverse mix of 
responsible community board members & residents from different communities.

6) The release of all non-violent offenders of drug laws, subway fare evasion and panhandling. Divestment away 
from private prison system. And a rethinking and reimagining of our NYC crime prevention & management

7) Call for immediate national tribunal formed to investigate war crimes & crimes of genocide of our US 
Government officials in Executive, Legislative, & Judicial branches (President, Military, Congress & Judges, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Dept. of Interior, FDA, Treasury, FBI, CIA).

8) Immediate disclosure of all Government information pertaining to HAARP, Chemtrails, Geo-engineering, Genetic 
Engineering of Food and Life, DUMBS (Deep Underground Military Bases), FEMA Camps, Fusion Centers, NSA, DHS, 
EMF Technology, Advanced Propulsion Systems, Land, Air, and Space Bases Weapons systems, Government 
relationships with Secret Police & Military, Black Ops,  Paid mercenaries and other Defense contractors.

8.25) Immediate full disclosure into the Trans Pacific Partnership and participation in Government officials in 



annual Bilderberg secret meetings.

8.5) Immediate inquiry into Government COINTEL PRO , OPERATION PAPERCLIP, and modern day versions of these 
programs.

9) Public acknowledgment and admission of guilt of US Government for illegally subjecting US and world citizens to 
harmful, poisonous, and lethal chemicals and technology. Push to expose these secret government programs. And 
have some type of remediation.

10) Immediately halt the closure of schools, hospitals, post offices, community centers, parks, beaches, senior 
residences, etc. for private interests and profit.  No more cuts to funding of these institutions. No space ( unless 
voted on CB ), shall be sold off our closed down for private interests or because of "budgetary constraints".

11) Immediate push for US Government to recognize the free will of the Venezuelan people and acknowledge their 
newly elected leader.

12) Immediate call for the implementation of a high-quality, universal, publicly funded statewide & nationwide 
health care system. One that eliminates unnecessary spending on medical insurance industry bureaucracy.  Make 
all NYC hospitals public. Empower the community with funding of local community medical centers. 

13) Issue immediate resolution calling for the implementation of a LIVING WAGE which is determined by a person's 
family status or whatever method deemed best by the public ( http://livingwage.mit.edu/places/3606151000 for 
examples of wage determination ).

14)  Stop the genocide and oppression against Native people. Immediately dismantle the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and immediately impeach the Secretary of the Interior for continuing to allow this genocide to take place.  Suspend 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs Police Force. Allow the communities to empower themselves with federal aid. Build 
schools, culture and community centers. Empower Native people and not disempower them.  Stand in solidarity 
with Lakota Grandmothers and their Points of Unity and Solidarity Principles.

15) Ban the use of aerial surveillance (manned NYPD and DHS helicopters and unmanned drones ) over NYC skies 
until proper assessment of efficacy vs. risk is done by community boards in NYC.

16) Immediate mandate for NYC to be a leader in the development of breakthrough technologies. Issue call for US 
Government to release all info & research related to breakthrough energy technologies which would liberate the 
public from the grip of the oil and gas industry and highly inefficient copper wire system
17) Immediate acknowledgment of anomalies in official 9/11 investigation, and immediate acknowledgment of the 
family members, first-responders, 1700+ architects, engineers, scientists, demolitions experts, and hundreds of 
thousands of people world-wide that are calling for a new independent investigation by the Manhattan District 
Attorney of the events of 9/11 and a renewed call for truth & justice and punishment for the perpetrators of this 
crime against NYC and humanity.

18) Call for US government to immediately push for release of ALL REMAINING JFK assassination investigation files.

19) Call for the abolishment of the CIA, NSA, AID and other agencies for interference in other countries' internal 
affairs.  Call for world peace, ending of any type genocide happening in the world, and complete nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapon disarmament. For a PEACE, SUSTAINABILITY and JUSTICE economy rather than a WAR, OIL 
and INJUSTICE economy.

20) City mandate to transition to 100% renewable energy by 2020.  Immediate public hearings, teach-ins, and 
discussions on what current solutions are out there (wind, solar, geo-thermal, water power, and newer 
breakthrough technologies and prototypes). Begin immediate implementation and funding of these projects and 
feasibility studies. Immediate transition of City Hall to operate on 100% renewable energy.

21) Redesign of NYC waste management infrastructure so that it is sustainable and doesn’t jeopardize health of 
NYC residents and the health of our planet Earth.

22) Immediate mandate for NYC to be a leader in the development of breakthrough technologies. Issue call for US 
Government to release all info & research related to breakthrough energy technologies which would liberate the 
public from the grip of the oil and gas industry and highly inefficient copper wire system

23) In order to protect NYC, Philadelphia & NJ water and local water sheds across NY State, issue immediate 
resolution which calls for a BAN on hydraulic fracturing (i.e. fracking) in New York State and a citywide HALT on all 
construction of pipelines, building & infrastructure conversions in NYC that would support fracking and natural gas 
energy infrastructure.

24) Immediate emergency closure and decommissioning of all nuclear power plants within a 200 mile radius of 
NYC and effective strategy and decision-making for safe management of the spent fuel pools. And immediate 
implementation of clean, safe, alternative energy solutions.  Join in worldwide call to BAN nuclear power & 
weapons.

25) Immediate resolution banning the use of high & low altitude aerosol spraying over NYC area and 200 miles 
surrounding.  Call for the immediate disclosure of all federal and NATO spraying programs in USA.

26) Immediate resolution to ban the fluoridation of NYC water supply

27) Immediate ban on the practice of forced vaccination.

28) Immediate implementation of a labeling campaign for genetically modified (GMO) foods.  Eventual ban on the 
sale of GMO products in NYC.

29) Issue immediate resolution to ban the use of airborne spraying against mosquitos and other insects, until this 
method is proven to be EFFECTIVE and NOT HARMFUL to humans and wildlife.

30) The banning of any type secret experimentation on human beings by government or industry or exposure to 
toxic pollution or other abuse against their will.



31) Immediate call for the the President and the State Governors to release all political prisoners in NYC, New York 
State and the USA.

32) Immediate allowance of the responsible & respectful occupation of outdoor spaces (people and community 
responsible for keeping area safe and clean). Until adequate low/no-cost housing is available to all who need it, all 
homeless, communities and collectives shall be allowed to erect a tent to keep warm and dry from the elements 
and to provide a base for activism and protest and positive solution-making in times of crisis. Acquisition of 75 
communal military-grade tents for community .

33) Promote the giving out of free meals by businesses, groups, and individuals to people that need them. Possible 
voucher system (to be considered by community boards). Promote kindness and generosity with food and other life 
necessities. Mandate all businesses that presently throw out edible, complete uneaten food instead to donate to 
organized community dining centers, soup kitchens, and food collection/distribution/preparation hubs if there are 
people willing and able to pick up and transport food. 

34) Free Metrocards for senior, students, people that have been adversely affected by flood/crisis, for the transport 
of goods and services related to flood/crisis, for community organizers and activists, for unemployed, sick, or 
other people that cannot afford the subway.  Applications should be made available and records kept for 
accounting purposes.

35) For the short term, immediately reduce subway/bus fare to $1.00, weekly unlimited cards to $10.  Monthly 
cards to $30.  Set a date within 1 year to institute no-cost subway and bus fare.

36) End Mayoral control of public education system. End school closings. End layoffs and firings of school teachers. 
Allow community boards, teachers, parents, and students to come up with new education policies that are based 
on nurturing and maximizing all aspects of a child’s development.

37) Extend library hours to 24 / 7 for at least 1/3 of the New York Public Library system.  And extend hours from 
8am to MIDNIGHT for ALL NYPL libraries.

38) Enact laws that will allow the people of NYC to have control over 25% of currently FCC controlled public 
airwaves for local programming on TV & radio stations.  With the incentive to create a high integrity pool of citizen 
journalists that report local, statewide, national and international news.  And diverse cultural and community 
programming. Provide adequate funding.

39) Immediate call for a citizens’ review of FEMA and other city emergency management efforts of Homeland 
Security, Red Cross, etc. for efficiency and accountability. With the goal of setting up and maintaining crisis 
management efforts & infrastructure with strong community input & involvement which can meet community 
needs.

40) Wi-Fi. Long-term mandate for the city to fund and provide enough FREE Internet terminals and Wi-Fi for all 
New York residents and visitors that need it.  Without forcing people to WAIT for a terminal and limit daily usage. 
Number of terminals must effectively meet city-wide demands.

41) Immediate mandate for creation of a GREEN JOBS & GREEN SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY. Through state and local 
PUBLIC BANKS, through the greening of all NYC buildings, permaculture, timeshare / skill-share, sweat equity, 
alternative currencies, worker owned co-operatives, and other sustainable models. And funding of FREE workshops 
and on-the-job training to build this infrastructure and way of life.

42) Immediate call for a National TEACH IN MOVEMENT to talk about what’s presently going on in the world, the 
problems we’re facing locally, globally, and how we as New Yorkers, US residents, and Earth residents can resolve 
to put PEOPLE, EARTH and animal rights first, corporations second, and vow to never again allow a politician into 
public office that violates this principle. And vow to hold all current politicians and elected “leaders” accountable 
for injustice and lying to the public. Impeach any offenders of this.

43) Immediate call for implementation of participatory community budgeting (i.e. a Peoples' Budget) for economic 
growth and rebuilding for each community board district. Any and all discretionary funds, accounts, lulus, or 
allocations should only be disbursed through

44) Issue call for public information and incentives for divestment from banks and companies that violate the 
“People, Earth, and Animals before Profit” principle.

45) Work at state and federal levels with telecom companies to provide low-cost cell phone and portable internet 
service for all residents. Goal being to take over these companies and use PUBLIC funding to allow for FREE 
UNLIMITED local and long distance communications.

46) Before heavy machinery and contractors are brought into the city for disaster recovery or other purposes, they 
must register with the community and disclose the work they're doing. Community has the right to inspect the 
work they're doing and ensure its being done effectively and safely.  For day-to-day construction, telecom, 
electrical, and subway construction/repair workers, SIGNS must be place in prominent area to disclose the nature 
of work their doing where residents can read and understand.

47) Immediate resolution calling for the legalization of marijuana and other drugs that are not highly addictive or 
destructive and deemed allowable by the community.

48) Immediate public order for taxi drivers to pick up multiple fares if possible, and for Taxi Driver’s Bill of Rights 
to be respected and adhered to.

49) Immediate Citizen’s review of the use and efficacy of NYPD traffic checkpoints.

50) Issue immediate order for acquisition of 2000 bikes and locks and 500 work bikes and locks for use by 
organizers and other people contributing to social causes, medical care, public services.

51) Issue immediate resolution calling for incentives for people to work with businesses to decorate solid metal 
storefront gates and other aspects of public space.



52) Allow the public use of chalk & reasonable levels of sound amplification as long as it’s used for social benefit 
or public protest.

53) Immediate acquisition, distribution and storage expenses for 25 high power projectors to be used for socially 
relevant projections onto buildings and other flat surfaces as long as they don't pose a hazard to drivers or 
pedestrians or inconvenience to people living in buildings.

54) Issue immediate order for purchase of 10,000 portable solar generators and clean energy batteries for 
distribution to community centers and individuals based on need. 

55) Immediate call for the establishment of formal and informal relationships with organic farmers in the 
surrounding area. To encourage low cost, healthy organic food, and respect and knowledge of farming and 
agriculture and necessary life skills. Provide subsidies for the local and rural growing and transport of food.  
Provide funding for training and educational opportunities for people that want to learn about permaculture, 
farming and sustainable practices.

56) Strict enforcement of penalties for human rights violations by police and government ( search & seizure, 
unwarranted arrests, excessive and unjustified use of police force, invasions of privacy, disturbing the peace, 
obstructing the human right to a home, the right for people to live and die with dignity, the right to clean healthy 
food regardless of ability to pay, the right to high quality healthcare, the right to a high quality education 
regardless of ability to pay, the right to a LIVING WAGE, a JOB, and the right for workers to COLLECTIVELY BARGAIN, 
and the prevention of worker abuse ).  The right for human beings to not be made sick or not made into human 
experiments secretly/ against their will.  Declare NYC a "Human Rights Zone".

57) Protect against the unjustified illegal closure of parties and other social events regardless of the hour of the 
day that don't inconvenience or pose imminent threat to individuals or the greater good, or disrupt the public, 

58) Issue immediate resolution which prevents the illegal use of firefighters and other official public servants to 
selectively enforce building regulations for or against landlords or tenants for extortive or repressive purposes.

59) Immediate assessment of radiation, carbon monoxide and other toxic gases, heavy-metals and mold in NYC 
buildings. And in peoples bodies. Enable people to have free check-ups and measurements for their bodies, 
homes, and environment. Acquisition and funding for meters, detectors, tests, etc.

60) Call for the disclosure of all US Government and Shadow Government black budget operations and projects and 
for the peaceful socially beneficial use of technology (if possible).

61) Creation of a mandatory Q & A fact sheets to be given to potential young military recruits.

62) Full respect of political, social and economic rights of immigrants and resident non-citizens.

63) If at any time the People of NYC deem appropriate (through 75% majority vote), they shall have the right to 
abolish a member of city council, the Mayor, or the Police Commissioner… ANY elected official if they deem that 
that person is not making the best decisions for the public good.

64) November 2013 election be moved to a SUNDAY.  And mandatory addition to the ballot for a binding “NONE OF 
THE ABOVE” candidate. Which if wins the election, we implement Items 1 and 2 in this petition.


